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those who weigh every slightest word, discuss it, interpret it, con-
tradict and twist it. I advise you, my dear Louis, to find pleasure
in military matters. In these days, and for a long time to come,
kings will have to be soldiers.'

This lecture showed how great was the anxiety in Munich that
one day a clash might come between the Crown Prince and
Napoleon, which would have dire results for Bavaria and its
Royal House. But neither this letter from Eugene nor the personal
influence of Napoleon, who showed himself with great pomp in
Warsaw, were able to alter Ludwig's opinions The Emperor
received me very kindly,1 he wrote to his father,1 'so that I was
sorry to be forced to have such a bad opinion of him, but his own
actions were and are the cause of this. . . . You see, dearest
Papa, I have obeyed you and come here, however much it has
cost me to do so. . . .'

The Crown Prince was ready to appear with great pomp in
Warsaw. In order not to be outdone by the French Princes, he
asked for silver and china to be sent. He wished to show people
that he was somebody in himself and not, like the others, merely a
recipient of Napoleon's favour. With his sociable nature Ludwig
enjoyed the great festivities arranged by the Polish aristocracy
in honour of the Emperor. The aristocracy had not yet learned
that the Frenchman was doing everything for his own ends and
not for love of Poland. At a ball given by Count Potocki the Crown
Prince of Bavaria opened the ball with the beautiful wife of Count
Anastasius Walewski, to whom he was much attracted. Here he
found he had the same taste as the Corsican. Napoleon smiled as
he watched him; he would be able to oust this rival too, not only
by his power and magnificence, but by his personality. The
Crown Prince was fast falling in love with Maria Walewska when
he was suddenly cured by Freiherr von Dalberg, who informed
him that in response to a simple invitation by Napoleon to visit
him at headquarters at Finkenstein, the Countess, wearing a little
pink bonnet, had gone there without any hesitation.

The tranquil life at Warsaw was, however, merely an interlude.
On the banks of the Vistula fighting continued, and on the 7th
and 8th of February, 1807, the indecisive battle of Preussisch-
Eylau took place with terrible losses on both sides. As at Jena,
the Bavarian troops were merely used to cover strategic flanks
of Napoleon's army and in so doing they conquered Silesia. 'There

1 Ludwig to Maximilian. Joseph, Warsaw, 30th January, 1807.   Munich H.A.